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A ROMAN LAWYER IN JERUSALEM.
il —-
First Centary.
Marens, abiding in Jernsalom, . )
Greeting to Catus, his best friend, in Roma!
Satoe! these presents will be borno to you
By Lmeing, who s wanriad with lhll* place,
Bated with travel, looks npon the Joast .
As simply hatefal —blazing, barren, blonk
And longn again to find himself in Rome,
Aftor tho tumnlt of its strosts, its traing
Of alavens and alionts, anil 1}1:\ villax cool
w“h ""u.],hg 'nlf”t'{l"“ baside Lhe 8o, .
And friends and banquets-—mord than all, its
AINOS

This life seams blank and flat, He IIZI'II! (14]
stand : >
Mis o drens all alive with haads
In its vast of the

And quivering arms andd floating robe:

nir " ]
Thrilled by the roarimsg jr mitus of mon-—

T'he sunlit awiing heaving overhead, .

Swollan and strainod against its corded veins,

And flapping ont 1ty hem _\\'Hh loud report—

The wild honsits roaring from the pit below—

The wilder crowd responding from above ‘ ‘

With one long yell that sends the wtartl 1
|\’lll l!

John, Peter, James—and Judas best of all
All geemed to me good men withont offense —
A little erazed, but wha is wholly sane ?

Thoy wont nbotit and enred the sick and halt,
And Enve Awny their monoy to the poor,

And all their talk was charity sud pence,

If Christns thonght and ssid he was n god,
“Twns harmless madness, not deserving ll_i":flt
What most arouszed the wealthy Rabbis rags
Was that he set the poor against the rich,
And eried that rich men all would go to hall,
Aund, worst of all, ronndly denounced the

riests,
With all their rich phylacteries and robes—
Baid they wers hy} oorites who made long
ITAYETS,
And .-.-ll.h._'-d poor widows and deyoured their
nimns,

And wore at best but whited sopulehres;

And this it was that hronght him to the Uross,
Those who went with Lim and belleved in

ke

Ware mostly dull, nnadneated men,
Simple and honest, dazod by what he did,
And misconceiving every word he suid.

He lod them with him in a spoll-bound awe,
And all hig oures they eallod miraenlons,

adiden flanh into the cheoks—

Zith thrill ard ‘
“‘ ~Lhe dull |

A lhundrod trompel soremning

thomp
Of ]l'!l'.‘-‘*"- '\'.l!]'I‘J:'II 7 NOTIE tha '_-\.1 ) ) ‘
The clang of stabhir dy, the sharp clash of

Live gswordy, that whirl umr\-!ul of grey fire—
Brass helmets fashing ‘nenth their streaming

hair— |
A universal tummlt—then a lingh

h'(‘l'} ‘

Worse than the tumult—all eyes straining )
down
To the arena’s pit—all s wel elose —
All o les stratned and  then that sudden
voll,
Jlidet ! —That's Voome, says Tucing: go it ia!
That ix, ‘tis A Rome—tis not yours and
IVLITAEE,
And yot, great Jupiter hore at my side
He stands with fuee aside a5 30 Lo shw
MThe games ho thus deseribes, and says
: “Phat's Lite !
ljlfl_.'.' l”l s my e § mad is Llﬂnll:l\.'
denth !

Al! formy Rome!" 1
Just ns he niters them. 1 lirte these
And Lnecing knows it, yel he will
And all against my will he stirs my blood—
Ho l‘n'lhlﬂ-h't oy letter for o while,

A “‘il.‘k Illi-‘t"\‘.m-- | ¢
Letting this Ipst page, sinee

stand,
Lucias is goilg : will him soon
In our great Forum, theve with him will walk,

.:i"! hiy very words
LHILNILS,
o

0 O,

I horin again—
il \'u'x"l![l'l 7
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Tom

And hear him rail sud raive neadnst the Fast,

I stay hohind—for these hare -;I-"'Ll'w-,

These hills that t snunsol melt and mrn,

This |\l‘--::-‘. ut I ople, theso dend seas and
Inkes,

These sombhire cadars, thid intenge still sky,

din pod steain,
colemn blank of niglht
irritant excey;

To me, verwepried with Life s

Are grateful as the

After the fierce do

Besides, o deep absorbing interest

Detnins me here. {ills up my mind, and sways

My inmost thoughts—has got, as ‘twere, a
pripe

Upon my very life, as strange as new,

I searcely know how well to spaak of this,

Fenring your raillory at besi—at worst

Even your contempt; yel, spite of all, [ speak.

First, do not deem me to have lost my hoad,

Sun-struck, as that man Paulus was at Home.

No, T am sane as ever, and my pulse

Beats even, withh no fever in my blood

And yet 1 half incline to think his words,

Wild as they were, ware not entively wild,

Nuy, shall I dure nvow ity I half tend,

Here in this pluce, sarrounded by
Ien—

Despite the jeering natural at fivst,

And then the pressure of my life-long thonght

Trained up aguinst it—to excuse his faith,

And balf admit the Christns La thinks God

Is, nt the lenst, n most mysterions man.

Bear with me if T now avow so much;

When next we meet I will expose my mind,

But now the subject T must searcely touch.

How many a time, while sauntering np and

these

They fTollowed lsirn  Dik -Juwl» where ér he
winl.

With feolings witxsd of wonder, foay, and lava,

Yen ! T wuppose they loved Lim, though they
ffod

Yiricken withy fear when we arrested him.

CWhit ! all—all fod ¥ I asked. “Did none
reynplin g

SNot omes,” e snddd “all 1eft him to his fate

Not ono dared own ha was a followar

Not one gave witness for him of them all,
Stop! W hen 1 sy not one of them, I mean
Indes whom they call
The trattor—who betrayved him to his death.,
e rushed into the eommeil-hall and eried,
*"Tis I bhave sinned—Christus is innocent.

No one bt Judns-

And bicre T come to what of all I've heard
Most touched me—I for this my lotter write
Panlns, you know, had only for this man,

rl I'I J'Hl" AN, ‘.‘l""li. ol scom .{l:-l IJU'! Y il. 1o,
Maprk now the different view thut Lyvsias toolk!
When, urged by me, his story thus he told: —

“Bome say that Judas was n base, vile man,

Who eold his master for the meanast heibe:
Others again insist he was most right,
‘-l'.-\'l-i;, 0 _|Il'-|it'|- onue who rlu'l'--!_\‘ 4 !'I;{I‘II

To overthrow the Church, snbvert the law,
Aud on its rnins bnild himself a throne,

I. knowing Judas—and none bottor knoew—
I, caring nunght for Christus more than him,
Bul hating lies, the simple trath will tell.

No man can say 1 ever told a lie—

I win too old now to hegin, Besides,

The truth is tyath, and let the trath be told,
'J\].Li"*“, : .:i'l_\'. ."nln'\‘\-- of il:] JIh--. ann

Who followed Christus, Lll:-“:j‘:ll that lie wos
(3 il‘,

Some fenyedd him for Liis power of miracles

Some were attracted by o sort of spell;

Bome followed him to henr his sweet; clear
voicd

And gentle spesking, hearing with their ears,
And knowing not the sense of what he said—
But one alone helieved he was the Lord,

The true Messiali of the Jews, That one
Was Juduas—he alone of all the crowd.

“‘He to betray his master for a bribe!

He last of all, T say this friend of mine

Wias brave when all the rest were cowards
there,

His was a noble nature: frank and bold,

Almuost to rashiness Lhold, vet sensitive,

Who tock his drenms for firm realitics—

Who onee believing, all in all believed—

Rushing at obstacles and scorming risk,

Ready Lo ventnre all to gnin his cnod,

T\'n compraomise or liiﬂnh'rl‘ngn- for him,

His act went from his thonght straight to the
butt:

Yet with this ardent and impatient mood

Was joined a vistonary mind that took

Impressions quick and fine, yet deep as life,

Therefore it was that in this subitle soil

The muster's words took rooband grew and
Howered,

Heo heard and followed and obeyad; his faith

Was serious, earnest, real—winged to fly;

He doubted not, like some who walked wilh
him-—

Desired no first place, as did James and John —

down
The fornm's space, or pausing 'neath the
shade
Of some grand temple, nrcly or portico,
Have we discussed some knotty point of law,
Bome enrious cnse, whose contradieting facts
Looked Janus-faced to innocence aud guilt,
I see you now arresting me, to note
With quiet fervor and uplifted hand
Some subtle view or fact by me o'erlovked,
And urging me, who always strain my puint
ing too much, I know, a partisan),
To pause, and press not to the issue so,
But more apart, with less impetnons zeal,
Burvey s from an upper floor the faots,

I need you now to rein me in, too quick

To ride a whim Lieyond the term of Truth,
For here a ease comes up to which in vain

I seek the clue: yon could clear up my mind,
But yon are absent—so I send these notes,

The case is of one Judas, Simon's son,

Iscariot ealled—a Jaw—and ono of those

Who followed Christus, held by some s god,

But deemed by others to have preached and
taught

A superstition vile, of which one point

Wi w::rshi'p of an uss ; but this is false !

Judas, his follower, all the seet declare,

Bought by a bribe of thirty silver colns,

Basely betrayed Lis master unto dsath,

The question is,—Did Judas, doing this,

Act from base motives and commit a erime ?

Or, all things tuken earefully in view,

Can he be justified in what he did #

Hare on the spot, surronnded by the men
Who neted in the deama, I have sought

To study out this strunge and tragic case.
Many are dend—as Herod, Cninphas,

And nlso Pilate—an most worthy man.

Under whose rnle, but all without his fault,
And, s T fancy, all against his will,

Ohristus was crncifled. This I regrot:
mﬂ“l’}‘l:‘l::g\;llltjll me \\'Ollll hu\'c thie ;;!’t'ull'-‘-l
But Lysins still is living, an old man,

The chief of the Centurions, whose report

Is to be trusted, as he saw and hoard,

Not onge, bat many a time and oft, this man,

His look mnd beuring, Lysius thus doseribes:

““T'all, slender, not arect, a litile hont;

Brows arched and dark; a high-tidesd lofty
head; 5 - '

Thin temples, veined and dalicate:;

?ml. Very serious, sceming us it were

To lODk ond yon, and whene'er ho spoke

Tllpmined by an inner lsnping light—

Al hmﬁm, too, glemming with u strange, wild

re '

When taunted by the rabble in the streats:

A Jewish face, 1‘11!!11‘0‘('!11.1!1 pale but dark:

Thin, high-art nostrils, quivering constantly:

Long nose, full lips, hands tapering, full of

. veins;

Hin movements pervous: as he walked he
seemad

Beareely to heed the persons whom he pasged,

And for the wost part gazed upon the ground.

“‘As for his followers, I knew them all—
A strange wad pet, aud full of fancics wild—

large cyes,

Denied him not with Peter; not to him

Hig master said, ‘Away! thou'rt an offense;
Get thee behind me, Satan !'—not to him,
‘Am 1 8o long with ye who know me not ?'
Iixed as a rock, nntempted by desires
T'o gain the post of honor when his Lord

| Should come to rule—chosen from out the

midst

Of six-score men as his apostle—then

Agnin selected to the place of trust,

Unselfish, honest, he among them walked.

“That he was honest, and was so esteemad,
Is plain from this—they clhiose him ont of all
To bear the common purse, and take and pay.
John says he was o thief, because he grudged
The price that for some ovintment once was
puid,
And nrged twere better given to the poor.
But did not Christus ever for the poor
Liftup Lis voice—*Give all things to the poor!
Sell everything and give all to the poor !
And Judass, who belisved, not made believe,
Used his own words, and Christus, who ex-
cused
The gift becanse of love, rebuked him not.
Thief! ay, he "twas, this very thief they chose
o bear the purse and give alms to the poor.
I, for my part, see nothing wrong in this,”

“But why, if Judas was a man like this,
Frank, noble, honest”—here 1 interposed—
“'h}' was it that he thus lurll'xl}'u‘:ll his Lord 7"

“This question oft did I revolve,” said he,

“When all the facts were fresh, and oft
volved

In lnter days, and with no changs of mind;

Aund this is my solution of the case:—

r'i=-

“Daily he heard his master’s voice proclaim,
‘1 nin the Lord ! the Father lives in me!
Who knoweth me knows the Eternal God !
He who believes in me shall never die !

** ‘No! he shadl see me with my angels comas

With power and glory here upon the earth

To judge the quick and demd! Among yon
here

Some shall not taste of death bhefore I come

God's kingdom to establish on the enrth!’

What meant these
Judas’ soul,
‘Here is my God— Messins, King of kings,
Christus, the Lord—the Saviour of us all.
How long shall he be taunted and reviled,
| And threatened by this crawling seum of
men?
Oh, who shall nrge the coming of that day
| When He in majesty shiall clothe himself
And nl;l{lul before the astounded world its
ing?"
Long brooding over this inflamed his sonl.
And, ever rash in schomos as wild in thonght,
At Inst be said, "No longer will 1 bear
I'his ignominy heaped upon uy Lord.

Noman bath power to harm the Almivhiv
One, — i

Ay; let men's hand be lifted, then ot onee
l-:l] ulgent like the sun, swift like the um;;-:|

I hu‘jnggﬂd lightning flashes from the cloud
Shall be manifest—the living God— '
Aud prostrate all shull on the earth alorg '

words? They seothed in

l

VRnoh was his thoanght when at the passover
The Lord with His disciples met and supped ;
And Christas saw the troubls in his mim{t
And said, Behold, among you hero is one
That shall betray me—he to whoimn I give
This gop—and ha the sop lo Judas gave;

And added—"That thon dosst, qnickly do;’
And Judm loft him, hoaring thesa last words-—
Now shinll the Son of man be glorifiad.’

“Al ves | his master had divined his thonght—
His master should be glorified throngh him,

UStpaightway unto me and the high priests
o onmo,

Filled with this hope, and said, ‘BDehold me
lll‘J(‘.

Judag, n follower of Christns! —Come !

I will point ont my master whom ye goek !’

And out at once they gent me with my band;

And as we went, 1 said, rebuking him,

‘How, Judag; ig it you who thus hetray

The Lord and Master whom you
death 7'

And, smiling, then he answered: ‘Fear yon
naot ;

‘Do you your duty : take no head of me.’

s ot this vile ?' 1 said ; ‘I had not desmed

Such baseness in youw." ‘Though it seems so
now,

Btill smiling, he I"e-i-”t'!]. wadt till the ond,’

Then turning round as to bimself he said,

*‘Now comes the hour that I have I\r,‘}'.‘:] to

love, to

h
The hour of joy to all who know the trath.'
‘Is this man mad!" 1 thought, and looked at
him ;
And, in the darkness erecping swiltly on,
His face was glowing, wlmoest shione with
light;
And rapt as if in visionary thought
He walked beside me, gazing at the sky.
“Pussing at last beyond the Cedron birook,
We renched a garden on whose opon gate

L »
Diaxk vines were loosely swinging lTare wao

]::Ul': l.I.
And lifted wp onr torches, and beheld
Against the blunk white wall a shadowy

|:1'|n|]|.
There waiting motionless, without a word:
A moment, and with rapid nervous stop
-!lhfli-- alone il.ll\il“l'l'li. u,tlll‘, ns he ]'l'.ll'hl'll
The tallest figure, lifted quick his head:
And crying, ‘Master! Master!’ kissed his
l'h- ek,
We, knowing it was Christns, forwnrd pressed.
Mulelins was at my side, when suddenly
A sworil flashed out from one among
'l]:l-l.-‘,
And sheared his ear.
flushied ont,
But Christus,lifting np his hand, said, ‘Peace,
Sheathe 11y gword, Peler—I must drink the

them

At onee our swords

onp.’

And 1 ered also, ‘Poace, and sheathe your
swords,’

Then on his prm 1 pliced my hand, and said,

‘In the laws nume.” e nothing suid, but
reachied

His arms oul, and we bound Lis hands with
cords,

This done I torned, bat all the rest had fled,
And Lie alone was left to mect his fato,

“My men I ordered then fo take and bear

Their prisoner tothe city; and al once

They moved away, 1, seeing not our guide,

Cried, “Jndas !"—huot no answer; then a groan

So sad and deep it startled me, 1 turned,

And there, ageinst the wall, with ghastly face,

And eyeballs starting in a frenzied glave,

As in a fit, ley Judas; his wenk arms

Hung lifeless down, his mouth hall open
twitched,

His hands were clutched and ¢lenched into
his robos,

And now and then his breast heaved with a
gasp.

Frightenad, T dashed soma water in his face,

Spoke to him, lifted him, and rubbed his
hands.

At last the sense came back into his eyes,

Then with a sudden spasm iled again,

And to the ground he dropped. 1 searched
bim o'er,

Fearing sowe
found,

Then with a gnsp again the life returned,

And stayed, but still with strong convulsion
twitched.

‘Speak, Judus! speak!" T eried,
this mean ¥

No answer! ‘*Speak, man !
groaned,

mortal wound, yet none 1

“What does

Then at last he

‘Go, leave me! leave me, Lysias. Oh, my
God !

What have I done? Oh, Christus! Master,
Lord, ;

(1]

Forgive me, oh, forgive me!" Then o ory

Of ngony that pierced me to the heart,

As grovelling on the ground he tarned away

And hid his face, and shuddered in his robes.

Was this the man whose face an hour ago

Shone wi:lll:nJ a joy so strange? What means
it all ?

Is this a sudden madness ?

*What means this, Judas ?
speak !’

Yet there he lay, and neither moved nor
spoke.

T thought that he had fainted, till at last

Budden be turned, and grasped my arm, and
eried,

‘Say, Liysias, is this true, or nm T mad #
“What true #' T sadd.  “True that you seized
the Lord !

You could not seize
Lord !

I thought I saw you seize him. ¥Yet I know

That wus impossible, for he is God !

And yet you live—you live. He spared yon,

‘Speak !" T eried.
Be a man and

him-—he is God the

then,

‘Where am 17 what has happened 7 A hilack
cloud

Came o'er me when yon laid your hands on
him,

Where are Hh')' all? Whaeareis he? I.:.‘.--i 4,

spenk !’

¢ sJudas,’ T gaid, ‘what folly i all this ¥

Christus my men have bound and
away ;

The rest have flad,
with me !

My men await me, rouse yourself, and como !

lJn!:l

Rouse now and oom s

“Throwing his arms up, in a fit he fell,

With a lond shriek that pierced the silen!
night.

I could not stay, but, calling inalant aid,

We bore him quick to the adjacent honse,

And placing him in kindly charge, T loft,

Joiniuvg my men who stayed for me below

“Straight to the high priest's honse we hur.
ried on

And Christus in an inner room we placad,

Set at his door a guard, and then came oul,

After a time there orept into the hall,

Where round the bluzing eoals we sab, n man,

Who in the corner cronchied. *What man are
.\_'(Jl]. {

Cried some one; and I, turning, looked at

him,
"Twas Peter, *'Tisa fellow of that band _
That followed Christus, and believed in him.
*"Tis fulse !’ eried Peter;—and he cursed and
sWwore,
‘1 know him not—T never saw the man.’
But I said nothing, Boon he went away,

*“That night I saw not Judas, The next day,
Glastly, elay-white, a sluwloy of n wan,

| Acts of n villain; if yon once admit

With robest all soiled and lorn, and tangled
beard,

Into the chamber where the council sab

Came feebly staggering: soarce should I have
known

"T'wan Judns, with that haggard, blasted face:

S0 had that night's great horror blastad him,

As one all blindly walking in a dveam

Heo to the table camo—against it lenned-—

Glared wildly round a while;—then, atretch-
ing forth

From his torn robes n trembling hand, flung
dowa

As if n snake had stang him, a small parse,

That broke and scattered its white coing
nbout

And, with a shrill voice, eried, *Take back
tho purse !

"Twas not for that fonl dross I did the deed

“Twas not for that—oh, horror! not for that!

But that I did beliove ho was the Lord;

And that he is the Lord 1 still balieve,

But oh, the sin!—the sin! [ have bolrayed

The innocent blood, and I am lost! —am lost!”

So erying, round his face his robea ho throw,

And blindly rushed away; and we, aghast,

Looked round—and no one for a momant
spoke,

Heeing that face, T conld bLut fear the end

For death was in i, looking throngh his eyos.

Nor conld I follow to arrest the fate

That drove hite mudly on with seorpion whip.

At last the dnty of the day was done,

Aund wight came on,  Forth from the gates I
went,

Auxions nnd !miltl'-l by
tllilli;,{]'ll.

To seek for Judas, and to comfort him.

The sky was dark with heavy lowering
clonds;

A lifeless, stifling air weighed on thg worli;

A dreadful silence like a nightmare lay

Crouched on its Losom, wailing, grim and
Qrey,

In horrible snspense of some dread thing,

A crecping sense of death, n sickoning smell,

Infected the dull breathing of the wind.

A thrill of ghosts went by me now and then,

And made my flesh ereep as [ wanderad on.

At last 1 came to where a cedar strotehed

Its black arms out beneath o dusky rock,

And, pussing through its shadow, all at once

I started; for against the dubious light

A dark and heavy mass that to and fro

Slung slowly with its weight, before me grew,

A sick drend sense eame over me! T stopped

I could not stir. A cold and elammy sweat

Oozed out all over me; and all my limbs,

many n dubiony

Bending with tremulons weakness like a
child's,
Gave way beneath me, Then a sense of

shame

Aroused mia, I advanced, stretehed forth my

hand

And pushod the shapeless mass; and al my
touch

It yiclding swung- the branch above it
ereakod

And back retnrning strock against my foace, |
A buman body!  Was it dead or not?
Swiftly my aword [ drew and ent it down,
And on the sand all heavily it droppei.
I plucked the robes away, exposed the fucs
Twas Judas, as 1 feared, cold, stift, and Jdead;
That suffering heart of his had censed to
beat,”

Thns Lysias spoke, and ended, I confess

This story of poor Judas tonched me much,

What horrible revalsions must have passed

Across that spirit in those few last hours!

What storms, that tore up life even to ils
roots!

Say what yon will
still

What pungs of dread remorse—what agonies

Of desperate repentance, all too lute,

In that wild interval between the erime

And its last sad atonement!—life, the while,

Laden with horror all too groat to bear,

And pressing madly on to death’s abyss;

This was no common mind that thus conld |
feel—

Wits he a villain lost to sense of shame?

Ay, 5o suy John and Peter and the rest;

And yet—and yet this tale that Lysias tells

Weighs with me the more I pondor it;

For thus I put it: Either Judas was,

As John affirms, a villain and a thief,

A creature lost to shame and base at heart, —

Or alse, which is the view that Lysias takes,

He was a rash and visionary man

Whose faith was firm, who had no thought of
erimae,

But whom o terrible mistake drove mad,

Tuke but John's view, and all to me is blind.

Call bim a villain who, with greed of gain,

For thirty pieces sold his Lord,

Does not the bribe seem all too small and
mean?

He held the common purse, and, were he
thief,

Had daily power to steal, and lay aside

A zecret and acoumnlating fund;

So doing, he had nothing risked of fame,

While here he braved the scorn of all the
world,

Besides, why chose they for their almoner

A man so lost te shame, so foul with greed?

Or why, from some five score of trusted men,

Choose him as one apostle among twelve ¢

Or why, if he were known to be so vile

(And who can hide his baseness at all times?)

Keep him in close eommunion to the last?

Nuught in his previons life, or acts, or words,

Shows this consummate villain that, fall-
grown,

Lenps ull at once to snch a height of erime,.

grant all the guilb—and

Agnin, how comes it that this wretch, whose

In-ur!

I8 cared to shame, flings back the paltry
bribe ?

Aud, when he knows his master is con-

demunod,
Hurbes in horrar out to seck his death ?
Whose fingers pointed ot him in the crowd?
D all men foe his presence till he found

Life too intolerablo? Noy; not so!

Dttt eamo too clogo n\;.:-‘n the howls of erime,

o hod bot done what sl his tribe deemed
st

All the great mass—I mean the upper class—

The Tabis, all the Phavisess and Priests—

\\ and the lowar mob us well, who l.'l'i{}ll,

**(live us Baurabbas! Christns to the oross!”

These men werg nll of them on Juday’ side,

And Judas had done nonght feninst the law.

Wore pe v villain, he had bat to say,

T followed Christus Gl 1 found st last

He nhined nt power to overthrow the State,

I did the duty of an honest man,

I traitor —you pi'e tratbors wlio raprove, :

Losides, snch villains the world's re-
lllul_lf.

Se0Irmn

Or he might say—*You call this not n erime ?

What crime was it to any [ know this man ?

1 suicd o ill of him, If crime there be,

"Twus yours who doomed him unto death, not
ming,"”

A villain was he 7 So Barabbas was !

But did Barubbas go and hang himself,

Woury of life—the murderer and thief ¢

This conrse and vulgar way will never do,

Grant himn s villain, all his acts must be

Remorse 40 bitter that it leads to death,
And death so instant on the heels of erime,

Xou graub & spixit sensitiye to shinae,

Bo sensitive that life ean yield no joys

To counterbalance one bad act;-—but then

A pature snch as this, thongh lod astray,

When tly tempted, s no thorough wreteh,

Was llu“tmpht on groat? Could such a
irihe

Teompt anch a nalure to a oringe like thia ?

I say, to me it simply sooms absurd.

Poter at least was not so sensitive.

He onrsed and swore, denying that he know

Who the man Ohristus was: bot after all

He only wapt—he nover hanged himsalf.

But take the other view that Lysins takes,

All is at once congistent, clonr, complete,

Firm in the faith that Christus was his God,

The great Messinh sent to save the world,

He, seeking for a sign— ol for hinself,

But to show proaf to sl that he was God-

Conceived this plan, rash, if you will, but
grand,

“Ihinking him man,” he said,
man,

They seek to seize him—T wiil make pretonce

To tnke the lul.l-lic bribe and peint i oud,

And they shall go, all armad with sworids and

sluves,

“mare mortal

Strong with the power of law to seize on him

And ut their touch, God himself shall stand

Revesled hefore thens, and their swords ahedl
dre LY

And prostente all before him shall sdore,

And ory, ‘Behold the Lovd and King of alll’

Jut when the soldiers luid their hands on him

And bound him as they would s prisoner vile,

With tsunts, and mockery, and throats of
tenth

He all the while submitting—then his dream

Burst into fragments with n ernsh; aghast

The whole world reeled bofore himg the droad
truth

Swooped like a soea npon him, bearing down

His thoughts in wild eonfusion. He who
drenme Il

To open the gates of glovy Lo his Lowed

Opened in their stepd the prison’s jarring

il oar,
And saw nbove him Lis dim dream of Love

Change to a Fary stained with blood and
Crime.

And then a madgess seized him, and remorae

With pangs of torture drove him down to
death.

Coneeive with me that sad and suffering heart

If this be true that Lysins says—Ooncaivoe!

Alus ! Orestes, not s0 sul thy fate,

For thee Apollo pardoned, purified-

Thy TFuries were appeased, thy peace re-
turned;

But Judas perished tortured noto death,

Unpardoned, nnappeased, unparified,

And long as Christus shall be known of men

His name shall bear the brand of infamy,

The eurse of generations sbill unborn,

Thus much of him: T leave the question hers,

Tonching on nanght for Lucius
wWhils

I hony him foming in the conrts balow,

Cursing his secvants and Jerusalem,

|u-_‘.'-'!nl.

And 5'_':-'-1'1!;.{ them to the infernal gods,

The sun is sinking—all the sky afive—

Aud vale und monntain glow like molten orae

In the intense full splendor of its rays,

A half hour hence all will be dnll and grey;

And Lucius only waits until the shede

Bweeps down the plain, then mounts and
mnkes his way

On throngh the blinding desert to the sea,

And thence his galley bears him on to Rome.

Salee ¢of vale /—may good fortune wait
On you and all your honsehold ! Greet for me
Titas and Livis—in a word, #ll friends.

W, W, H.
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